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Give unwanted clothes a second life — you'll keep usable garments
from landfills and save valuable resources. British retailer Marks &
Spencer has joined forces with Oxfam. They want to make clothes re-
cycling as commonplace as recycling bottles and cans. How do they
propose to do that? Get people “shwopping.” The idea is to get customers
into the habit of recycling while shopping. Participating costumers take
part in competitions and receive store credits.

The shwopped clothes are given to Oxfam to resell online, in their
stores or in international markets. What they don'’t sell is recycled —
high-quality material can be turned into new fabric; low-quality will be
used for other purposes.

According to M&S, around 1 billion pieces of clothing are sent to
landfills in the UK each year. Non-recycled clothing has a very short
lifespan and could potentially be turned into new raw materials or re-
used by someone else. The goal of the shwopping campaign is to collect
as much clothes as M&S sells in a year — 350 million pieces.



